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Our school at a glance

Baulkham Hills High School is an academically
selective, coeducational high school situated in
the north-western suburbs of Sydney. Entry into
Year 7 is via an entrance examination which is
conducted by the Selective High Schools and
Opportunity Class placement Unit of DET. Entry
into Year 8 to 12 is determined by the school and
is based on evidence of consistent academic
excellence at the applicant's former school.
Placement into these years is dependent on a
vacancy existing.

Staff

There are 79 members of the teaching staff at
Baulkham Hills including the Principal, 2 Deputy
Principals, 12 Head Teachers, Teacher Librarian,
Careers Adviser, Counsellor and 63.8 classroom
teachers. There are also 2 itinerant teachers who
work with a vision impaired student. Additionally,
there are 18 non-teaching School Administrative
Officers.

Two new Head Teachers were appointed during
2009. They are Ms K Johnstone HT Welfare and
Ms G Srnic HT English.

All  teaching staff meet the professional
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools.

Principal's message

The staff at Baulkham Hills High School is
committed to student success at every level.

A wide range of learning opportunities and
educational experiences which are designed to
allow students to explore interests and develop
talents is offered. The school is known in its
community for its outstanding academic, cultural
and sporting achievements.

The school focuses on quality teaching by
extending and enhancing the talents,
achievements, capabilities and aspirations for all
of its students. Programs are implemented for
gifted and talented education as well as quality
teaching, consistent assessment procedures and
effective communication.

Students in the support unit experience equivalent
high quality learning opportunities and
experiences and are integrated into the
mainstream through sporting and other extra-
curricular activities.

The school and its community work together,
providing strong congruence of purpose and
alignment between the school and home.

The school encourages students to value
excellence, respect, responsibility, democracy and
lifelong learning. There is a clear emphasis on
the development of a social conscience within a

multicultural environment as well as outreach
programs within the community.

Curriculum and teaching and learning programs at
the school reflect student choice and student
needs. There is a strong focus on personal and
creative growth, challenging learning experiences,
independence in thinking, risk taking, autonomy
and initiative.

All measures of student achievement indicate that
2009 was another outstanding year for the school.
It is the aim of the school to ensure that all
students achieve their academic potential, while at
the same time, being stimulated, challenged and
encouraged to embrace possibilities which will
allow them to grow and develop as young people.

This report will provide you with an overview of
the academic, sporting and cultural successes of
our students.

| certify that the information in this report is the
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process
and is a balanced and genuine account of the
school's achievements and areas  for
development.

Dr J Bathgate, Principal

In December 2009 the school celebrated the
teaching career and retirement of Ms Vicki Mall,
our Deputy Principal. Ms Mail was Deputy
Principal at BHHS for 4 years and previously held
positions in a variety of schools as Deputy
Principal, Head Teacher English and English
Teacher. Ms Mail also worked for the Office of the
Board of Studies as a Board Officer. The school
community expressed its appreciation for all that
Ms Mail had contributed to both BHHS and public
education in NSW.

P&C message

The P&C has had a busy but productive year in
2009. It has played an active role in bridging
communication between the parents and the
school. We have provided input to formulate
school policies and reflected comments and
suggestions on various issues. We are glad to see
improvement made by the school to consolidate
school fees to reduce the number of payments, to
notify parents about student absences via SMS
and to better manage students not attending
scripture classes.

Over the year the association has organised
numerous functions and events. The Working Bee
held earlier in the year was attended by a record
number of more than 240 students and parents. A
great amount of work was completed to enhance
the landscape and appearance of the school
environment. It was also a good opportunity for




the parents, students and staff to work and
socialise together.

The P&C also hosted Year 11 Parents Night, Year
7 Parents Night and a Forum on Adolescent
issues. The Parents Nights provided parents with
more information to assist their children. The
theme of the adolescent forum was “Understand
your Teenage Child and Learn to Work with
Them”. Qualified speakers were invited to present
not only practical information and advice but also
scientific facts. All those events were well
attended and well received with very positive
feedback from the parents.

The P&C is primarily financed by the P&C
Contributions Levy and income from our Uniform
shop.

Early in the year P&C committed $50,000 to help
attract and expedite the government funding
required to build our new Examination Centre.
Actual design and construction commenced in mid
2009 with the completion expected around April
2010.

P&C is also committed to assisting eligible
students to attend external competitions and
events when they are representing the School or
the State. Around July 2009, we subsidised two of
our very talented students to attend the United
Nations Youth Association National Conference
(UNYC) held in the Gold Coast. The two students
were subsequently selected to attend an
international conference hosted in Europe.

Due to our financial constraints, there is a strict
limit on how much we can subsidise individual
student. Earlier last year, the Committee reviewed
the Student Funding Guidelines and increased the
funding limit. Students who need to obtain the
subsidy are requested to apply through the
school.

P&C income is also used to fund acquisition of
additional teaching resources and facilities and to
organise school functions. In the past, we have
purchased items like projectors, televisions, sound
systems, books and cameras for the school.

In March 2009, we transferred our bank accounts
to another bank to facilitate our dealings with the
school and to reduce administration work. At the
same time, opening of new interest bearing
accounts has earned the association an additional
$2485 in interest.

Operating the Uniform Shop is one of the main
functions of P&C. The shop is managed by a
dedicated team of volunteers to provide
indispensable service to the students. Early 2009,
we organised the installation of EFTPOS / Credit
Card terminal to facilitate and speed up the
payment process and to reduce manual
administration. Major renovation in the shop was
carried out in October to make it more functional.

Members of P&C have also served in a number
Staff Selection panels to appoint new staff.

The P&C holds the monthly meetings on every
fourth Tuesday during school term. The meetings
provide a good opportunity for us all to learn first
hand what is happening around the school and is
a forum to discuss suggestions and comments on
relevant issues. The Principal and / or our school
executive staff also attend. All parents and
guardians are invited to attend. Please refer to the
Newsletter and School's web-site for more
information.

Romy Chan, P & C President

Student representative's message

It was an exciting year for the SRC in 2009 in
which many new projects were tackled. Baulkham
Hills High School witnessed their first display of
fireworks during the Halloween themed ‘Spring
Fling’ which was an enjoyable night for everyone
who attended. The SRC was also involved in
fundraising for the Starlight Children's Foundation,
by holding a Jellypean Guessing Competition.
Together with proceeds from the Spring Fling we
were able to donate a total of $3500 to this
worthwhile charity.

This year the SRC also painted a colourful mural
for the school and it is located on the wall next to
the uniform shop. Other events for 2009 included
a highly successful Trivia Night in which 11 teams
competed (including a teachers’ table) in an
entertaining night of fun and games. The
traditional Streetball and Futsal Competition were
as popular as ever and the Short Film Festival
attracted many outstanding entries.

The Prefect body had a great year in 2009.
Throughout the year they hosted a range of
activities aimed at raising school spirit,
participation and social awareness. These
included Valentine’'s Day “Love Song Dedications”
and ‘Keep to the LEFT Week.” The Prefects also
hosted Triple A Day where students participated
in tasks focused towards raising Awareness,
Acceptance and Anti-Discrimination issues within
the school community.




They also made contributions to the wider
community with participation in the annual Relay
for Life, as well as raising over $2000 for Legacy
through the ‘Prefect Slave Auction.” The incoming
Prefects for 2010 hosted ‘Baulko Christmas
Week,’ setting up a card delivery service and a
Santa photo booth in conjunction with their Santa
Hat Day.

Other student groups like the Green Group
achieved great success with events such as
Clean-Up Australia Day and Green Day. Outreach
also had its most successful year, selling mothers'
and fathers' day cards for charity, visiting the local
nursing home and coordinating a very triumphant
Christmas Toy and Book appeal.

Overall 2009 proved to be a very successful year
with  students looking to continue their
achievements into the New Year.

Nicholas Graham and Kim Nguyen
School Captains 2010

School context

Student information

There are 1165 students in the selective
mainstream at Baulkham Hills High School. 729
of these are male and 436 are female. The
school also has a support unit with 63 students
and 5 teachers. These students have a range of
intellectual disabilities. In 2009 an autism class
was added to the support unit. Placement into the
Unit is determined by a regional committee.

Students are drawn mostly from the western and
north-western suburbs of Sydney. Approximately
88% of students are from a language background
other than English.

Student enrolment profile

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
Male 692 698 715 722 730

Female | 445 434 427 424 434
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Student attendance profile
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Retention to Year 12

SCO03- |SC04- |SCO05- [SCO06- |SCO7 -
HSCO5|HSC06 |[HSCO07 |HSCO08 [HSC09
School 97.8 | 949 [ 97.8 | 96.1 | 97.8
SEG 70.6 | 709 [ 75.0 | 73.3 | 749
State 61.0 | 61.1 [ 60.8 | 60.3 | 61.0

Post-school destinations

In 2009 no students left the school to undertake
employment, TAFE studies or courses at Private
Study Institutions.

The 189 students who graduated from Year 12
were offered places in undergraduate studies
university programs, the most popular area of
study were combined degrees. These courses
involved the study of two major areas of
curriculum, the most popular combinations
involving the study of law (17) and Engineering
(10). Overall the students chose to study mainly in
the areas of Commerce, Business and Finance,
however the largest single area of study was
Medicine, with 28 students being offered places at
UNSW (14), UWS (7) Newcastle (4) and 3
students undertaking the very demanding
Advanced/Medicine course at the University of
Sydney.

The University of NSW (UNSW) and University of
Sydney (USYD) continue to attract the majority of
our students, with USYD taking 89 students
across over 13 curriculum areas and UNSW 58
students across a similar breadth of study areas.
UWS and UTS were also strongly represented,
particularly with UWS Medicine attracting 7
students and UTS taking students primarily in
Business and Engineering.

A great number of scholarships were offered to
our students to support their studies. These were
particularly prevalent from UTS and UNSW where
the highly valued Co-op Scholarship Programs
allow students to begin their career development
by integrating work placement into their University
Studies. USYD also offered financial support to




several students through their Merit Based
Scholarships which are offered to those students
who receive an exceptionally high ATAR of 99+
and who place the University as their first
preference.

Career Education

Career Education is an integral part of the
school's commitment to the Future Pathways
policy of DET.

In Year 10 students undertake a weekly Career
Education class. The curriculum of this course is
based on making appropriate vocational choices
and establishing an awareness of the necessity of
making informed decisions based on valid
information. Students also undertake a week of
work placement in which they are encouraged to
fully research their chosen occupation in terms of
its suitability to them in all areas including
academic qualifications.

As part of their career education course students
are offered the opportunity to participate in a
Psychometric Profiling Assessment (conducted by
a professional psychology consultancy) which
further enhances their self knowledge and its role
in future career planning.

Senior students are offered individual counselling
with the Careers Adviser to further assist them in
preparing their post school options. All Year 12
students are invited to attend both internal and
external career preparation activities which
include guest speakers, university visits,
leadership seminars, career information forums
and consultation with former students.

Each year a Post School Destination survey is
conducted to allow the Careers Adviser to give up
to date information to current students and their
families on the various avenues that previous
students have followed.

The student intranet and school web page are
used extensively to keep both students and their
families familiar with current career opportunities,
information days and websites appropriate to
effective student planning for their post school
destination.

Janice Savage, Careers Adviser

Staff establishment

Teacher of Reading Recovery

Support Teacher Learning Assistance
Teacher Librarian 1
Teacher of ESL

Counsellor 1
School Administrative & Support Staff 19
(SASS)

Total 97

Teacher qualifications

All  teaching staff meet the professional
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools.

Qualifications % of staff
Degree or Diploma 100
Postgraduate 23

Financial summary

This summary covers funds for operating costs
and does not involve expenditure areas such as
permanent salaries, building and major
maintenance.

Date of financial summary: 30/11/2009
Income $
Balance brought forward 400 019.95
Global funds 627 875.53
Tied funds 431 559.65
School & community sources 1180523.94
Interest 28 284.52
Trust receipts 414 167.81
Canteen 0.00
Total income 3082 431.40
Expenditure
Teaching & learning

Key learning areas 198 447.88

Excursions 268 521.13

Extracurricular dissections 356 509.97
Library 27 527.75
Training & development 2714.20
Tied funds 379 407.78
Casual relief teachers 161 816.15
Administration & office 399 538.90
School-operated canteen 0.00
Utilities 106 019.91
Maintenance 116 140.87
Trust accounts 343 725.19
Capital programs 118 356.00
Total expenditure 2478 725.73
Balance carried forward 603 705.67

A full
statement is tabled at

copy of the school's 2009 financial
the annual general

Position Number
Principal 1
Deputy Principal(s) 2
Assistant Principal(s)

Head Teachers 12
Classroom Teachers 55
Teacher of Emotional Disabilities

Teacher of Mild Intellectual Disabilities 5

meetings of the parent body. Further details
concerning the statement can be obtained by
contacting the school.




School performance 2009

The school presented 188 students for the 2009
HSC. They gained a total of 747 individual course
results in excess of 90%. In addition, 64 students
(34%) appeared in the top all-rounders list for
gaining over 90% in all their courses.

Our top Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR) was 99.95. Unfortunately it is now
impossible to gain a rank of 100, 99.95 is the top.
This brings us into line with every other state in
the country with the exception of Queensland. The
top ATAR of 99.95 was shared by five students
who were recognised as Dux of the school. A
further eight students were a touch away at 99.90.
All up we had 64 students achieving ranks over 99
— that is 34% of the cohort. Over 75% achieved
ATARs over 95 and 91% achieved ATARs over
90.

Achievements

Academic

Our students achieved outstanding results in
many subjects. We placed
second in Ancient History, Chemistry, Modern
History and Legal Studies

third in Engineering Studies and in Software
Design and Development

fourth in Japanese Continuers and Latin
Extension

fifth in Society and Culture and in Extension

English
seventh in Physics
ninth in Biology and Engineering Studies.

In the Australian Mathematics Competition we had
19 students win cash prizes for top performances.

Students won places at each of the prestigious
residential Science  Olympiads (Chemistry,
Physics and Biology) and three students travelled
to Canberra to participate in the National Youth
Science Forum.

Kevin Jiang came first and Ken Tam came second
in the Carol Manners Essay Competition in Latin.
Four students placed equal top in the NSW Junior
Geography competition.

Five students won medals for top results in the
Australian Science Competition and one student
won a medal for the Computing Skills
Competition. Fifteen plagues were awarded for
perfect scores in the Rio Tinto Big Science
Competition and six students were rewarded for
perfect scores in the National Chemistry Quiz.

Sport

Students competed in all major swimming,
athletics and cross country carnivals at zone,
regional and CHS levels. Our girls Volleyball team
again won the state championships (eighth year in
a row). Our 15 and 16 Years Boys teams
represented Sydney West in the 4 x 50 metre
swimming relays at CHS. In grade sport we were
zone champions in 19 competitions.

Students were selected in Sydney West teams for
volleyball, netball, tennis, cricket, touch, rugby
league, football and basketball. Students also
represented the region at CHS for athletics and
Cross country.

Outstanding achievements included:

Chloe Groves and Catherine Collins selected
in CHS Volleyball team and both received
CHS Blues.

Maggie Corrigan selected in CHS U16
Volleyball team

Stephanie Schweitzer won gold at NSW
Athletics in 3 events and silver in two events
at Australian Nationals as well as selection for
the Global Athletics in Czechoslovakia. She
also won the Queen Elizabeth trophy for best
athlete at the CHS carnival

Loren Mahoney selected in CHS, NSW All
Schools and Australian Girls Football teams

Wui-Kwan Wong selected in CHS Cricket
team

Ryan Waddington selected to represent NSW
in U20 National 5km race

Harry Hong and Steve Choi represented NSW
at the Australian Taekwondo Championships

Raymond Tan competed in the Australian
Junior Table Tennis championships

Jayraj Bhatti won silver in U20 Shot Put at
NSW Athletics

Brianna Sparre won silver in Division 2 at
CHS sailing regatta




School team came first in Interschool
Badminton Championships

Loren Mahoney (Football) and Wui-Kwan
Wong (Cricket) received Western Sydney
Regional Blues

Cassie Monaghan (Volleyball) and Ryan
Waddington (Athletics/Cross Country)
received Western Sydney Regional
Recognition Certificates

Other

History Debating continued to be very popular in
2009 with two teams in Year 10 and two in Year
11. Each team also had a support group to assist
with research and preparation. Once again, some
of our debaters and researchers do not study
history at school but enjoy the intellectual
challenge.

Several students contested the Lions Club Youth
of the Year through various local Lions Clubs and
Ameya Avasare won the Baulkham Hills
competition. Oliver Moore was selected in the
Western Sydney Junior Debating team.

Five students were selected to participate in the
Professor Harry Messel International Science
School and three students were invited to
compete in the National Chemical Analysis
Competition. Our Year 10 team were state
champions in the Brain Bee Competition.

Elizabeth Toriola was selected to join the NSW
Public Schools Drama Company and James
Baguley and Eka Cox joined the NSW Public
Schools Singers. Eka was also selected for the
State Music Camp.

Amanda Kunafi and Gordon Liang won
selection to the Dobell Drawing School operated
by the National Art School.

Daniel Hwang, Clement Ding and Vincent Lee
won the Aurecon NSW/ACT Bridge Building
competition and in the Rail Corp ‘Making Tracks
Engineering Challenge’ we had one team as
overall winners and one as the Year 10 Best
Presentation.

Our Concert and Stage bands both won gold at
the State Band Festival and the Concert Band
also came second at the City of Sydney
McDonald’s Performing Arts Challenge. Our
Concert Band also featured at the PULSE concert
at the Sydney Opera House. The annual band
tour went on the road and visited schools in
Dubbo — a highlight was the visit to the Western
Plains Zoo. We were sad to say farewell to Mark
Barnsley in 2009 who has conducted our bands
for many years.

Rebecca Wong and Owen Forbes participated
with distinction in the United Nations Youth
Assembly and progressed to the national level
before being selected as part of the Australian
team which travelled to The Hague early in 2010.
In addition, Baulkham Hills Rotary Club sponsored
students in the Model United Nations Assembly
competition.

18 students (Years 7- 10) participated in the
Community Problem Solving challenge which is
an off-shoot of the Future Problem Solving
program. A variety of activities were undertaken
throughout the year such as collecting beanies for
the homeless, running an activity day for
Barnardos children and a Pictionary tournament.

Army Cadet numbers grew during 2009 but
unfortunately there were not as many senior
students involved as previous years. The younger
students are rapidly improving their leadership
skills to make up for this loss. The Cadets
continue to provide valuable service for school
functions by organising parking and contribute to
the wider community through primary school
Anzac Day ceremonies and marching in the city
parade.

In 2009 we had the largest ever group of Year 9
students (165) participating in the bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award. In addition we had eight silver
awards and two gold awards.




Academic — NAPLAN, School Certificate
and Higher School Certificate

In the National Assessment Program, the results
across the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 literacy and
numeracy assessments are reported on a scale
from Band 1 to Band 10.

The achievement scale represents increasing
levels of skills and understandings demonstrated
in the assessments.

Yr 7: from Band 4 (lowest) to Band 9 (highest for
Year 7)

Yr 9: from Band 5 (lowest) to Band 10 (highest for
Year 9)

It should be noted that results for students in the
Support Unit are included in these graphs.

In the School Certificate the performance of
students is reported in performance bands
ranging from Performance Band 1 (lowest) to
Performance Band 6 (highest).

Literacy — NAPLAN Year 7
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90% of students scored in the top two bands.
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Percentage of students in bands:
Year 7 grammar and punctuation
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88% of students scored in the top two bands.

Numeracy — NAPLAN Year 7

Percentage of studentsin bands:
Year 7 numeracy
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92% of students scored in the top band.

Literacy — NAPLAN Year 9

Percentage of studentsin bands:
Year 9 reading
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89% of students scored in the top two bands.
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Percentage of studentsin bands:
Year 9 numeracy
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Percentage of studentsin
performance bands:
School Certificate Mathematics
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The mathematics results again, were outstanding.
167 out of 180 students (93%) earned a band 6,
placing them in the top 6% of all students in the
state. The remaining students earned a band 5.

Percentage of studentsin
performance bands:
School Certificate Science
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Over 99% of students scored in the top two bands
in science. The state average for band 6 was 7%
and 77% of our students achieved this band.
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Percentage of studentsin
performance bands: Australian History, Civics
and Citizenship
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In history, 93% of students scored in the top two
bands. The state average for band 6 was 4% and
41% of our students achieved this band.

Percentage of students in performance
bands: Australian Geography, Civics and
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Over 94% of students scored in the top two bands
in geography. The state average for band 6 was
4.5% and 52% of our students achieved this band.




Percentage of students in performance band:
Computer Skills

100
90 A
80 A
70 A
60 A
50 A
40 A
30 A
20 A
10 ¢

Percentage of students

Competence
Not
Demonstrated

Competent Highly

Competent

Performance band

B Percentagein Band 2009

O School Average 2006 - 2009
OLSG average 2009

O State average 2009

All students are highly competent in computing
skills.

School Certificate relative performance
comparison to Year 5 (value-adding)

Students continue to perform well and are above
like school groups in most areas when compared
to year 5 results.

Higher School Certificate

English

Students achieved outstanding results in
Advanced English with 72% of students obtaining
a Band 6 result compared to 11% across the
state, with the school mean being a full 11%
above the State’s. In the Extension | course 58%
achieved a result in the highest band as
compared with a state result of 23%, the school
mean being 10% above that of the state. In
Extension 2, 52% of the students gained a mark in
the highest band as compared to the 28% of the
state. Our school mean in this course was 9%
above the state mean.

Our Drama students performed exceptionally well
achieving a school mean of 89% which was 11%
above the State’s. All our students scored results
in the top two bands

Mathematics

Students performed exceptionally well in all three
Mathematics courses. In Extension 2, 93% of
students achieved results in the highest band
compared to 33% across the State and the School
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mean was 10 marks above the State mean. In
Extension 1, 73% of students scored in the
highest band compared to 34% across the State
and the school mean was 10 marks above the
State mean. In the Mathematics 2 Unit course
63% of students achieved a Band 6 compared
with onlyl5% across the State and the school
mean was 14 marks above the State mean.

Science

Results in Chemistry, Biology and Physics were
exceptional and students were placed in the top
20 in the State in each subject.

In Biology 43% of our students achieved Band 6,
compared to 7% state wide and 41% achieved
Band 5. In Chemistry 52% of our students
achieved Band 6, compared to 11% state wide
and 36% achieved Band 5. In Physics 58%
achieved Band 6 compared to 11% state wide,
and 38% achieved Band 5.

History

Students performed extremely well in History. In
Ancient History 95% of students scored in the top
two Band. 90% scored in the top two Bands in
Modern History and 100% in Extension History.

Social Sciences

Students in all the Social Sciences subjects
performed exceptionally well. 70% of students
studying Legal Studies obtained a Band 6 result
compared with 12% across the State. The
proportion of students achieving Band 6 in
Business Studies, Economics and Society &
Culture ranged from 50% to 58% compared to an
average across the State of 9%. Students were
ranked near the top of the State in both Society &
Culture and Business Studies. Our highest
achieving student came 2" in Legal Studies.

Music/Visual Arts

Music and Visual Arts continue to provide an
important part of the school's rich curriculum
through to HSC level. They also encourage and
provide the foundation for broad participation by
students in extra curricular activities in the
creative and performing arts such as the annual
Art Show, musical groups and extensive band
program.

2009 HSC results reflected excellence by
students in both the theoretical and practical
demands of the subjects.

The Music 1 and Music 2 courses allowed
students to choose a course commensurate with
their ability and most achieved a Band 5 or 6.
Music Extension results fairly reflected the work of
individual students in this challenging option.
Visual Arts results were outstanding with all
students completing the course achieving Band 5
or 6.




LOTE

Students continue to perform well in both modern
and classical languages achieving 4" in the State
in Japanese and 4™ in the State in Latin at the
HSC. Our students engage in many enriching
language activities such as the Latin Summer
School at Sydney University as well as achieving
considerable success in competitions such as
those run by the Japan Foundation. In 2010
students will be looking forward to our biennial trip
to Japan.

Personal Development, Health and Physical
Education (PDHPE)

Students continue to do well in PDHPE. 74% of
students received Band 5 or 6 with the average
mark being 17.5% above the State average. The
total candidature was 12,811 with the State Band
6 for 2009 of 8.5%. Students were able to study
options independently of lessons which catered
for their individual needs and interests in
Aboriginal health.

Technology

Students in Engineering Studies and Software
Design & Development continued to perform at a
very high standard achieving 14% and 16%
respectively, above the State average. In
Engineering, students gained a 3" and 9" place in
the State while in Software Design a student
gained 3" place in the State. All students in these
two subjects achieved Bands 5 or 6.

The following graphs show the average HSC mark
for each subject. Subjects with fewer than 10
candidates are not displayed.
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Minimum standards

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum
standards for reading, writing, grammar and
punctuation, spelling and numeracy for years 3, 5,
7 and 9.

The performance of the students in our school in
the National Assessment Program — Literacy and
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Numeracy is compared to these minimum
standards. The percentages of our students
achieving at or above these standards are
reported below.

Percentage of Year 7 students in our school
achieving at or above the minimum standard
in 2009

Percentage of Year 7 students achieving
at and above minimum standard
Reading 93.4
Writing 92.4
Spelling 94.9
Punctuation and grammar 93.4
Numeracy 95.9

Percentage of Year 9 students in our school
achieving at or above the minimum standard
in 2009

Percentage of Year 9 students achieving
at and above minimum standard
Reading 95.7
Writing 95.2
Spelling 96.3
Punctuation and grammar 95.2
Numeracy 97.9

Significant programs and initiatives

Respect and responsibility

The school engenders a strong sense of
community and actively works to develop the
social conscience of our students. Students raise
money for various charities including the
Leukaemia Foundation and SIDS. Older students
regularly donate blood when the Red Cross
mobile unit comes to the school every three
months. Prefects traditionally attend the Anzac
Dawn Service at Castle Hill.  Students are
encouraged to show respect to people from
different cultural backgrounds through the series
of activities organised by the prefects on Harmony
Day.

Aboriginal education

The school is committed to educating the students

who come from many different ethnic
backgrounds about Aboriginal culture and
heritage. During the Aboriginal Culture Day

incursion, students participated in group activities
and had hands-on experience of the Aboriginal art
and craft. They were also invited to join the
Aboriginal dance and had the chance to
appreciate the meaning of the different dances.
The concept of reconciliation was raised at
assembly and the importance of the apology
discussed. On significant days in Aboriginal




history, the Aboriginal flag is flown and students
are informed about these events by staff.
Individual faculties such as English, History,
Visual Arts and Food Technology have developed
activities that focus on indigenous culture.

Multicultural education

In 2009 the LBOTE population of the school was
88%. The vast majority of students come from
homes where a language other than English is
regularly spoken. The school is keenly aware of
the need to support students from such
backgrounds. The ESL teachers assess the
literacy skills of incoming Year 7 students and
work closely with class teachers to monitor their
progress and improve their skills. Enrichment
classes are offered to students to assist them to
develop their language skills. Participation in
activities such as the Premier's Reading
Challenge, the English Competition and various
writing competitions is actively encouraged.

Students are encouraged to celebrate the
multicultural diversity of our school. A group of
students had choreographed dance sequences
that reflect their ethnicity and entered Sydney
West Dance Festival. Recognition Assemblies for
individual year groups also provide an avenue for
students to perform items reflecting their cultural
backgrounds.

Students from the Support Unit attended the Beat
Magic excursion and had the chance to
appreciate the musical performances presented
by musicians from different cultural backgrounds.

Progress on 2009 targets

Target 1
Engaging students

All students to engage fully with the curriculum at
a level appropriate to their ability.

Our achievements include:

Data was collected on underachieving
students which guided programming and
mentoring.

A year 12 camp was introduced which
resulted in improved social interaction and
study skills.

Work  experience opportunities
increased for the support unit.

were

Target 2
Literacy

Writing skills will match state growth figures in
NAPLAN.

Our achievements include:
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Writing improved across all subjects. Subject
specific writing was explicitly taught using
scaffolds.

Girls' writing was fostered and there was an
improvement in NAPLAN results.

Key evaluations

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to
conduct at least two annual evaluations — one
related to educational and management practice
and the other related to curriculum. In 2009 our
school carried out evaluations of scripture and the
combined school development day.

Scripture 2010

Students were surveyed late in 2009 about their
involvement in Scripture on Thursday afternoons.
They were asked a series of questions about their
attendance, things they liked about scripture and
what improvements could be made for 2010.

For the Year 11 students, 65 were surveyed of
whom 25 were Protestant, 4 were Hindu, 3 were
Catholic and 33 were non-Scripture. A major
positive influence for the Protestant students was
the presence of Joe Helg, the school chaplain.
Both the Hindu and Catholic students liked the
small class size and discussions. The non-
scripture students preferred to use the time for
private study or to attend Extension Maths.
Responses to scripture seminars varied from ‘Joe
is awesome’ to ‘Abolish scripture’.

For the Year 10 students, 74 were surveyed of
whom 31 were Protestant, 10 were Catholic, 9
were Hindu and 24 were non-scripture. Again Joe
Helg was seen as a positive influence on the
Protestant group. Students particularly enjoyed
the guest speakers and asked for more such
speakers. Catholic students enjoyed the relaxed
and friendly atmosphere although some asked for
better organisation. Hindu students found
scripture calming and relaxing and some enjoyed
the philosophical background. Criticisms were
about the large class size and the lack of a regular
teacher. Non-scripture students found it a good
opportunity to study although some found it a
waste of a period.

Year 9 students completing the survey numbered
100, of whom 41 were Protestant, 15 were
Catholic, 14 were Hindu, 5 were Buddhist and 25
were non-scripture. Their feedback for each
scripture was similar to the results for Years 10
and 11. There was one request for Islamic
scripture. Three students indicated that they
truanted this period regularly because no rolls
were marked.




The school is concerned about the growing
number of non-scripture students in all years and
the supervision issues this presents. For 2010 we
will trial a change in supervision. Instead of up to
eight teachers supervising non-scripture groups in
classrooms we will have two teachers supervising
students in the playground. The library will be
available for private study. The number of
students doing peer reading with the Support Unit
students will be increased and Year 9 students
invited to participate. Parents have been
consulted about scripture for 2010 and given
permission for their children to attend specific
scripture groups or to go to non-scripture.
Scripture teachers will be given a roll list of
students and will be expected to check rolls and
report all truants.

The implementation of scripture will be evaluated
again during Term 4, 2010.

Combined School Development Day

On Friday, 1* May 2009, Baulkham Hills High
teachers joined with teachers from James Ruse,
Girraween and Penrith High Schools for a SDD in
our Gymnasium. Over 250 teachers from the four
selective high schools in Western Sydney came
together for the combined event. The guest
speaker was renowned psychologist Andrew
Fuller from the University of Melbourne.

Teachers were seated in cross-school faculty
groups. This enabled them to communicate with
colleagues meeting similar challenges, facilitating
the renewal of networks.

Andrew Fuller presented the latest research on
how students learn and the effect of particular
hormones on brain functioning, giving teachers'
strategies on improving the performance of their
students. The middle sessions focussed on
creating resilience in students, minimising stress
and maximising learning. The afternoon session
‘Work Smarter’ presented teachers with ways of
minimising their own stress and developing
resilience.

The evaluation from the day was extremely
positive and enthusiastic. Teachers found the day
worthwhile and there was very strong support for
the continuation of a joint SDD on an annual
basis.

Parent, student, and teacher satisfaction
Year 7, 2009 Survey

Year 7 students were again asked to complete a
brief survey late in Term 1. This provided
information about attendance at the Open Day
(when in Year 5), coaching, music, sport and
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homework as well as how well students had
settled in to the school. The findings were
generally very positive and provided us with a
snapshot of the cohort. The findings were also
similar to the 2008 results.

Of 180 students entering the selective stream,
158 reported that they did not attend the Open
Day in Year 5. Slightly more than 50% selected
Baulkham Hills as their first choice with the
remainder selecting James Ruse, with Baulkham
Hills as second choice. Only 27 students reported
that they had no coaching before the Selective
School examination. Only 29 students were
continuing to have coaching in Year 7, mostly in
English and/or Mathematics.

The majority of students (106) had at least three
years of private music tuition with about 50% of
the cohort learning the piano. Some students
learned more than one instrument. Over 120 of
the 180 students play sport outside school hours.
The most popular sports were tennis, swimming,
cricket and soccer.

Students generally adjusted well to the high
school environment with 168 students reporting
that they had enjoyed the first term. Application to
homework was greatly varied with 70 students
doing less than one hour a night. A similar number
(67) reported that they did approximately two
hours homework each night with a further 27
reporting three or more hours each night.

AAA Day

On Monday 18 May 2009, students at BHHS
celebrated their own version of Harmony Day
called AAA Day. This initiative allowed students
to display their stand against racism, sexism,
ableism and homophobia. The activities were
promoted by the prefect body with key leadership
from the school captains. The school assembly
was dedicated to an explanation of the four major
issues and an encouragement for the students to
participate in subsequent activities that included

students wearing a tag to show support

senior students taking a vow of silence for half
a day

students registering their support by putting a
painted handprint on a sheet of calico

senior students attending a lunchtime
presentation by a solicitor from the local legal
centre on Discrimination and the Law.

On the day, 600 students wore tags, some to
show support for the initiative and others to
indicate that their vow of silence was to highlight
the problems of racism, sexism, ableism and
homophobia that exists in our society.




Professional learning

Staff participated in a large variety of professional
learning activities. These included accessing
courses and experiences in quality teaching,
syllabus implementation, literacy and numeracy,
technology, welfare and equity, career
development and beginning teachers.

In particular, staff had a focus on gifted and
talented education and on particular specialised
strategies to cater for the delivery of specific
curriculum with subject areas. Additionally, staff
participated in mandatory training related to child
protection, relevant first aid such as
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and anti-bullying.

School development days (SDD) were conducted
at the beginning of Terms 1, 2 and 3. On these
days staff participated in some of the above
experiences and faculty planning. The Term 2
SDD was combined with the three other selective
schools in Western Sydney Region. BHHS
hosted this event in our school gymnasium. We
invited a guest presenter, Andrew Fuller, who
provided a range of information relevant to gifted
and talented education. Teachers were also able
to interact within faculty groups and share ideas
and resources. The day was very successful and
evaluations were positive. This will now be an
ongoing event.

All staff members were provided with information
regarding professional learning courses from a
variety of external providers as well as from the
DET.

School development 2009 — 2011
Targets for 2010

Target 1
Technology

Increase use of technology in teaching, learning
and administration

Strategies to achieve this target include:
purchase five Smartboards

increase technical ICT and

progression planning

support for

sharing of files and printing for staff netbooks
Our success will be measured by:

Smartboards in five classrooms

an increase in the amount of technical support

staff able to share files and print
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Target 2
Teacher Development

All teachers will continue to develop their skills in
ICT, pedagogy and leadership capacity.

Beginning teachers will be and

committed to public education.

engaged

Strategies to achieve this target include:
- Teacher professional learning program to
target ICT skills

Beginning teachers to follow an induction
program to meet the Institute of Teachers and
DET requirements

Staff participate in
courses.

regional leadership

Our success will be measured by:
Increased use of ICT

New teachers committed to a career in public
education

Staff develop leadership skills based on the
Leadership Capability Framework

About this report

In preparing this report, the self-evaluation
committee has gathered information from
evaluations conducted during the year and
analysed other information about the school's
practices and student learning outcomes. The
self-evaluation committee and school planning
committee have determined targets for the
school's future development.

Jeanne Bathgate, Principal

Jennifer Hawken, Rod Nesbitt, Deputy Principals
Romy Chan and Ambi Vettivelu, P & C

Rosie Carley, School Administration

Kim Nguyen and Nicholas Graham, students

School contact information

Baulkham Hills High School

419A Windsor Road Baulkham Hills 2153
Ph: 9639 8699 Fax: 9639 4999

Email: baulkham-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.baulkhamhillshighschool.com.au
School Code: 8464

Parents can find out more information about
Annual School Reports, how to interpret
information in the reports and have the
opportunity to provide feedback about these
reports at:

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr




